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Message from the Editor 
 

AUGUST 2008 

 

Much has happened since March 2008 and our last e-newsletter.  The annual 

Alaska State Society meeting and educational conference was held in April.  

Anchorage hosted this year and the event was a tremendous success.  All in 

attendance were provided with a very wide range of topics and excellent 

presenters.  Kudos to the Conference Committee, Robert McClung, Kathryn 

Slagle and Erica Wight.  Thank you to all those who helped make this a 

success.   

Around the state we had several ceremonies for the 2008 UAA graduates 

from the Radiologic Technologist program.  Congrats to all!  

The National Conference in Albuquerque, NM took place in June.  Cecilia Del 

Rio attended from Fairbanks to represent Alaska.   

On the National level, the CARE Bill is now going on 10 years since 

introduction and progress continues to be made.   

The ARRT has provided more information on “CQ/2011”, which is the 

acronym for Continued Qualifications Requirements.  What this means is that 

all ARRT certificates awarded in January 2011 and thereafter will be time-

limited to 10 years.  Details continue to be updated.  Go to the ARRT home 

page link at www.arrt.org.  You can access a list of FAQs and submit your 

own questions that have not already been answered from there.  In so doing, 

the information base will continue to grow for all members to benefit.   

Have you heard of “ODIA”? This stands for Online Digital Imaging Academy 

which will be an online resource to which all ARRTs and students will be 

provided free access.  The ARRT is funding this collaborative effort and ASRT 

is developing the content.  It will provide us with the fundamentals of 

Computed Radiography and Digital Radiography (CR/DR). Many of the ODIA 

modules will qualify for CE credit.  For those who have already entered into 

the digital era, this will take us beyond what our applications specialists have 

been able to provide during the time constraints of their visits.  For those 

who may not have been affected or had the opportunity to experience this 

new technology, it will provide the fundamentals.   

I hope you all have a wonderful summer and it would be so appreciated to 

hear from some of you.  Please let me know what you would like to see 

included in this e-newsletter.  

Our 2009 annual state meeting and educational conference is to be held in 

Fairbanks.  Stay tuned.    

 
Claudia  

Editor. 

Claudia Tessier      

http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/
http://www.arrt.org/
mailto:claudia@alaska.com
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Click SUBSCRIBE to send 
an email if you would 
like to receive the 
AKSRT E-Newsletter 
 

Click  UNSUBSCRIBE to 
send an email if you 
would like to stop 
receiving the AKSRT E-
Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students Corner 

 

 
Radiologic Technologists Graduates 
 

This year was significant because of the number of students graduating. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2008! 
 

 
FAIRBANKS: From left to right 

Kaela Hahn, Ethan Nelson, Nikki Gustafson, Nicole Ring, Erica Starr. Marc Orth 
 

 
ANCHORAGE: in alphabetical order  

Ahrens Paula, Bennett Riley, Callister Yolanda, Dawson Katherine, Hurst Bobbi, 

Izykowski Jodi, Kelley Jonathan, Martel Bernadette, Priest Cory, Reilly Rainy, 
Smith Catherine, Snowball Bobbyjo, Tharp-Winter Valerie, Wallis Suki and 

Wiseman Jeremy 

 

mailto:delrio@acsalaska.net?subject=SUBSCRIBE%20to%20AKSRT%20E-Newsletter
mailto:delrio@acsalaska.net?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE%20to%20AKSRT%20E-Newsletter
http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/index.cfm
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Useful Links 

AKSRT 
Alaska Society of Radiologic 
Technologists 
 

ARRT 
American Registry of 
Radiologic Technologists 

ASRT 
American Society of 
Radiologic Technologists 

UAA 
University of Alaska 
Anchorage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
KETCHIKAN: 

Amanda Grosdidier and Anna Olstad. 

 

 
JUNEAU 

Chelsea and Amanda 
 

 

Letter from AKSRT President Dale Collins              
 

May 7st 2008 

 

Greetings fellow technologists,  

 

Hope your summer is starting off with a bang or at least a bit warmer 

weather than the late spring has afforded. This year’s annual state meeting 

was very productive and provided an excellent cadre of speakers. I 

appreciate the efforts of the UAA staff that provided the personnel for this 

http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt
http://www.arrt.org/
http://www.asrt.org/
http://uaonline.alaska.edu/
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Scott Smith 
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Cecilia Del Rio 
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Rhonda Merrihew 

 

Editor 

Claudia Tessier 
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year’s conference committee. Thank you Robert, Erica, and Kathryn. 

 

Next year’s meeting will be held in Fairbanks and I will be looking forward to 

attending. This year’s annual ASRT meeting is once again in Albuquerque, 

NM where Alaska will be represented by Scott Smith (3rd year as delegate) 

and Cecilia Del Rio (1st year as delegate).   

Cecilia continues to rework the web site so if you haven’t been there recently 

take a look.   

 

Continued efforts regarding professional licensure are 

ongoing and Donna Rufsholm provided a very good 

overview of the process that our state society has been 

through at the annual meeting.   

If you are interested in participating on committees 

(Scholarship, Nominations, Ad-hoc) please contact me 

as soon as you can. DaleECollins@aol.com or 907 222-

0200 (W).   

 

Thanks for allowing me to serve the society. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dale E. Collins 

President, AKSRT  

AKSRT Conference Anchorage 2008 
 

The AKSRT State Conference was 

a success. We would like to 

recognize the effort and great job 

done by the Conference 

Committee: Robert McClung, Erica 

Wight, and Kathryn Slagle. 

The event was memorable and as 

AKSRT members we benefit from 

great educational presentations as 

well as the opportunity to visit 

with colleges and friends. 

Snapshots from the AKSRT Conference Anchorage 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker Dr. Ian Hamilton and 

his lovely daughter enjoying the 

banquet. 

 

http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/pres.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/pres.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/vicepres.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/secretary.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/treasurer.html
mailto:claudia@alaska.com?subject=Editor%20AKSRT%20E-newsletter
mailto:claudia@alaska.com?subject=Editor%20AKSRT%20E-newsletter
mailto:DaleECollins@aol.com
mailto:DaleECollins@aol.com
mailto:DaleECollins@aol.com
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Did you know? 

You can obtain FREE 
subscriptions to several 

magazines with news 
related to our 

profession. Just click 
the subscription links. 

 

Subscription page    

 

 

Subscription page 

 

 

Subscription page 

 

 

Subscription page  
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Speaker Donna Rufsholm with 

her presentation on State and 

Federal Licensure for 

Radiology – Why Bother? 

 

On The News 
 

SUPER BLACK IS THE NEW BLACK 

A paper-thin material that absorbs 99.955% of the light that hits it, which 

makes it about 30 times darker than the government’s current standard for 

black, may be useful fro calibrating x-ray imaging systems, according to a 

Washington Post report.” The more black the material, the better,” says 

Gerald T. Fraser, PhD, a physicist at the National Institute of Standards and 

Technology (NIST), the federal agency that specializes in fine measurements 

and standards, as reported in the Post. The NIST offers scientists a chemical 

mix it calls standard black to measure blackness, according to the Post. 

Photographers and printers use it to calibrate their gray scales and industrial 

radiologists use it to calibrate x-ray imaging systems that detect radiation or 

hidden defects in building materials. Standard black reflects about 1.4% of 

incoming visible light. In 2003, scientist developed a substance made of 

nickel and phosphorous that reflects 0.17% of visible light. The newest black 

is made of carbon nanotubes, microscopic, hollow fibers whose walls are one-

atom thick. The fibers are widely spaced, providing plenty of room to allow 

light in almost no surfaces to bounce it out. They reflect just 0.045% of 
visible light. 

Source: Reported by RICK WEISS, THE WASHINGTON POST  Extracted from Radiology 
Today (May 5, 2008)  

         

ASRT National Conference 
 
June 13 to 15, Albuquerque New Mexico hosted the ASRT 2008 National 

Conference. I had the privilege to attend as a Delegate for the state of 

Alaska. This is the first time that I served as a delegate for the AKSRT and it 

was a wonderful experience. I got to interact with members from other 

societies as well as to know the officers from the ASRT, ARRT and JRCERT. I 

http://www.radiologytoday.net/
http://www.radiologytoday.net/
http://www.radiologytoday.net/rt_subscribe3.shtml
http://www.rt-image.com/index.cfm
http://www.rt-image.com/index.cfm
https://www.rt-image.com/subscribe/subscription_form.cfm
http://www.advanceweb.com/
http://www.advanceweb.com/
https://secure.advanceweb.com/RegisterNow.aspx?BRID=F31196174EDB
http://www.news-line.com/?-token.profession=PX&-token.target=home
http://www.news-line.com/?-token.profession=PX&-token.target=home
http://www.news-line.com/my/join.lasso
http://www.radiologytoday.net/
http://www.radiologytoday.net/
http://www.radiologytoday.net/
http://www.radiologytoday.net/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.asrt.org/
http://www.asrt.org/
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Calendar 

 

July 27-31, 2008 

AHRA 2008 Annual Meeting 

& Exposition 
Colorado Convention Center 
Denver- Colorado 
www.ahraonline.org 

August 22-23, 2008                    

Advanced  Health Education 
and Alaska Native Medical 
Center (8 Category A) 
Anchorage, Alaska – 
“Mammography, Loving What 
You Do” (Fry) and “Things You 
Should Know About Digital 
Mammography” (Sat) 
(800)239-1361 

September 21-23, 2008 

32nd American Society of 
Radiologis Technologists 
Radiation Therapy 

Conference 
Boston Marriott Copley Place 
Boston, Massachusetts 
www.asrt.org 

 
October 1-3, 2008 

Tennessee Society of 
Radiologic Technologists 70th 
Annual Educational 
Conference 
Embassy Suites, Franklin 
Franklin, Tennessee 
www.tsrt.org 

October 6-7, 2008 

Focused Ultrasound Surgery 
Foundation First 
International MRgFUS 

Symposium 
Washingtong D.C. 
www.fusfundation.org 

October 11, 2008 

Kansas Society of Radiologic 
Technologists Fall 
Educational Symposium 
Dillon Nature Center 
Hutchinson, Kan. Contact: Keith 
Burgess Phone 620-543-6449 
www.ksrad.org 

Home 

 

had the opportunity to present to the ARRT officers a couple of issues. One 

was in relationship to the CQ/2011 (Continued Qualifications Requirements). 

The concern came from colleagues in regards to the changes that will take 

effect after 2011 when all new technologists will be required to take a test to 

renew their registry. That will also happen to those who will acquire new 

modalities. For example, if you become an RT in 2010 you won’t have to take 

the test to renew your registry as an RT in the years to come. But say in 

2012 you became a CT tech then the CQ/2011 will make you take the test 

for the renewal of your registry on CT only. In conclusion if you were 

contemplating to obtain new modalities, now is the time to do it before 

CQ/2011 will be in effect.  

 

The other issue that I presented to the ARRT was in relationship with the lack 

of testing centers in Alaska. Anchorage is the only place that students and 

technologists can take their registry test. I presented the case of the ARDMS 

(American Registry of Diagnostic Medical Sonographers) that offer 3 testing 

centers in Alaska: Anchorage, 

Juneau and Fairbanks. They told me 

that the case will be considered in 

the oncoming months. 

Also, I have to mention that I am 

deeply grateful to the members of 

the MSRT (Mississippi Society of 

Radiologic Technologists) and the 

members of the TSRT (Tennessee 

Society of Radiologic 

Technologists); particularly to Mr. 

Bill May and Mrs. Nancy Adams (President of the TSRT and Secretary of the 

MSRT) for the unconditional support and care during my visit to Albuquerque.  

 

They were my mentors when I was in 

school and now, they showed me the 

ropes on this new adventure and 

were wonderful associates and 

fantastic friends; they helped me 

understand the process of being a 

delegate. The Mississippi Society 

adopted me as one of them and I 

have to mention other members from 

other states that also were wonderful 

like Alabama, Louisiana, Florida, New 

Mexico just to mention a few. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
I would like to thank the AKSRT members for the trust and the honor it was 

for me to participate in the ASRT conference. My report has been presented 

to the Officers as well as the ASRT Conference Coordinators.  

Respectfully Yours 

 

Cecilia Del Rio 

Secretary AKSRT 

 

UPDATE: I received a call from the ARRT offices. The only center that can 

support the images for the test on registries for radiology is the one in 

Anchorage. The ARRT is working to implement with the testing center 

company to have at least one more center upgraded for next year. We 

certainly hope so. Thank you to Mr. Jerry Reed and Carrie for the time and 

attention. 

http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/dhims2008
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/dhims2008
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.ahraonline.org
http://www.sirmeeting.org/
http://www.sirmeeting.org/
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/dhims2008
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/dhims2008
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/dhims2008
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/dhims2008
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.asrt.org
http://www.philasrt.org/
http://www.philasrt.org/
http://www.philasrt.org/
http://www.philasrt.org/
http://www.tsrt.org/
http://www.philasrt.org/
www.fusfundation.org
http://www.philasrt.org/
http://www.philasrt.org/
http://www.philasrt.org/
www.ksrad.org
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Websites Links   
Here are some of the links to other Societies in USA, we will add more 

on future newsletters  

 

Alabama * Florida * Colorado * Texas * Virginia * New Mexico 

 

AKSRT Officers 
 
 

 

SOCIETY OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT: Dale Collins 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Scott Smith 

SECRETARY: Cecilia Del Rio 

TREASURER: Rhonda Merrihew 
 

 

 

COMMITTEES 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 2008 

Chair Person: Robert McClung, Kathryn Slagle, Erica Wight, University of 
Alaska Anchorage  

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

Chair Person: Donna Rufsholm, Co-Chair: Rhonda Merrihew,                   

Blynn Dahlhamer, Sheila Fernandez, Claudia Tessier 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Rhonda Merihew, Brandi Schuerman 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE 

Peggy Garey, Kim Treadwell  

 

INCORPORATION 

Dale Collins 

NEWSLETTER  
Editor: Claudia Tessier, Coordinator: Cecilia Del Rio 

Alaska Society of Radiologic Technologists 
P.O. Box 142751 

Anchorage, AK 99514 

 

http://www.alsrt.org/
http://fsrt.org/
http://www.csrt.net/
http://tsrtorg.tripod.com/
http://www.vsrt.org/
http://www.nmsrt.org/
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/pres.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/vicepres.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/secretary.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/treasurer.html
mailto:Claudia.Tessier@bannerhealth.com
http://www.angelfire.com/ak5/aksrt/index.html

